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parts of India, are made up by contingents from various other
castes and tribes, which have at different times joined the
profession. So that it may be affirmed generally that all
these intermediate groups have the same character of aggre-
gation from miscellaneous stocks, with inner circles of
affinity more or less numerous and orthodox. Upon the
evidence gathered it may not be too rash to hazard the
theory that in the conflux and consolidation of these groups
we can trace the working of the regular processes by which
tribes and clans are first formed, and of the circumstances
-which favour and oppose growth. Let any cause drive
together a collection of stray families which have been cut off
from different stocks, the law of attraction groups tnezo into a
tribe, banded together by force of circumstances, by living in
the same place and in the same way; while the law of exogamy,
or marriage outside kinship, immediately begins to work each
family into a separate circle of affinity, and at the same time
strings together all these circles upon the tribal band of union,
like rings on a curtain-rod. If one of these circles has a great
run of success, if the group happens to produce a man of
remarkable lucl and capacity, it may widen and develop to any
extent, and may become a clan. The prestige of a famous
leader, especially if he be a broken man out of a patrician clan
of descent, brings to his standard all the roving blades of the
country; his kinsmen may leave their villages to join him
upon the rumours of his success ; and the hardy Bheel, ambi-
tious to shine in the company of a noble Aryan captain, invalu-
able as a scout and a guide in the forests, attaches himself to
the association. David, son of Jesse, in his cave, a valiant
man of the pure clans, with his gathering of men in debt and
distress, and his hard-fighting kinsmen, the sons of Zeruiah,
is the type of the personages who first create a group, and
then push forward their particular circle of ""affinity until it
expands into a clan. We know that David did become an.
eponymous ancestor of the first order, supplanting to a great
degree the original tribal founder; but-he did not develop a group
of his own because he fought his way back to the chiefeliip of his
own tribe; and the Semitic clan of descent is, accurately speak-